Employment in 1983. 3-1984. by unknown
EMPLOYMENT 
AND UNEMPLOYMENT 
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EMPLOYMENT IN 1983 
EUROSTAT estimates based on first available 
data point to a level of total employment in 
the European Community in 1983 of 107,6 mil­
lion persons. This figure represents a fur­
ther fall of 927.000 jobs to add to the falls 
seen in 1981 and 1982 which were also of the 
order of one million persons. Thus 3 million 
"jobs" have disappeared in the space of 3 
years. 
On the other hand the working population,i.e. 
the sum of the employed and the unemployed 
continued to increase although at a reduced 
rate. The level recorded in 1983 was 118,9 
million persons. 
This means that the number of persons unsuc­
cessfully seeking work in the European Com­
munity rose to 11,3 million in 1983, whereas 
in 1980 the level was still only 6,5 millions 
By contrast employment grew by 1,3 million 
in 1983 in the United States and by 1,1 mil­
lion in Japan, whilst the working popula­
tion of the respective countries rose by 1,4 
and 1,1 million. Longer term it is notable 
that significant increases in working popu­
lation in these two countries have been mat­
ched to a greater extent by the creation of 
employment than has been the case in Europe 
where the working population has also risen. 
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Working population and employment Population activa at ampM 
The economic recession in 1974, took 
employment iri the Community by 1975 
back to the level of 1970 and the 
second recession which began in 1980 
negated in three years the increases 
achieved between 1975 and 1980. 
Two countries have accounted for the 
major portion of the 3 million jobs · 
lost over the last 3 years. 
Between ;1980 and 1983 the United 
Kingdom lost 1,6 million jobs and 
the Federal Republic of Germany 1,1 
million. In the other Community 
countries the picture is one rather 
of stagnation of employment, 
slightly negative in general, 
slightly positive in the case of 
Italy. 
During the last year, the 
F.R. Germany accounted for about 
half of the 927.000 jobs lost in the 
Community between 1982 and 1983 
(-445.000).This decrease represents 
- 1,7% of total employment and is 
more than twice the European average 
of - 0,9%. 
Other member states in which the 
reduction in employment was greater 
than the Community average of 0,9% 
are Belgium(- 1,3%), the Netherlands 
(-1,1%) and the United Kingdom (-1,0%). 
Denmark and Italy have by contrast 
recorded a slight increase in 
employment. 
Changes i n employment 
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EMPLOYMENT BY SECTOR OF ACTIVITY 
Trends in total employment mark three divergent 
trends in the different economic sectors, 
the degree of intensity of which varies in 
the three main western economic powers. 
In the services sector there has been a rapid 
and continuous growth in Europe as well as 
in the United States and Japan. Between 1970 
and 1983 the numbers employed in services in 
the European Community grew by 11,7 million 
(23%). The growth of employment in services 
in the United States was particularly impres­
sive, the level rising from 48 million in 
1970 to 69 million in 1983, an increase of 
21 million (44%). In Japan the rise from 24 
to 32 million represents an increase of 34%. 
Between 1982 and 1983, the growth of employ­
ment in services in the Community was very 
weak in comparison to that achieved by its 
main competitors : 0,5% in Europe compared 
with 2% in the United States and 2,7% in 
Japan. 
Employment in industry in Europe which 
entered the 1970's at a very high level in 
comparison with its main competitors, 
fell substantially between 1970 and 1983 
(­17%) and has fallen particularlystrongly 
over the last three years (more than 3% 
on average each year). Although fluctua­
ting, the level of employment in industry 
in the United States was broadly maintained, 
rising modestly between 1970 and 1983 
whilst at the same time the Japanese 
achieved a growth of about 10%. 
Employment in agriculture in the United 
States appears to have arrived at its 
floor level and is very stable at around 
3,5 millions. By contrast in the European 
Community and Japan, where the proportion 
of agriculture in total employment is 
much greater than in the United States 
employment continues to fall (­33% between 
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Within the Community, the main change in employment in industry was recorded 
in the United Kingdom where the level fell by 28% from 1970 to 1983, 
17% of which has taken place in the last 3 years alone. It should also 
be noted on the other hand that industrial employment increased from 1970 
to 1983 in Greece (+30%) and in Ireland (+13%). 
Employment in industry fell between 1982 and 1983 in all Community countries, 
This fall was particularly marked in the United Kingdom (- 4,5%), in the 
Netherlands (- 4,0%), in F.R. Germany (-3,4%) and in Belgium (-3,3%). 
Compared to an average rise of 23% in employment in the service sector 
in the Community as a whole, lower increases were recorded in the United 
Kingdom and R.F. Germany (+16% and +17% respectively). Recent trends point 
to a considerable slowing of the rate of growth of European employment in 
services. This trend has even been reversed in R.F. Germany for two 
consecutive years, and in Belgium. In the United Kingdom the slight increase 
recorded in 1983 does not compensate for the losses of 1981 and 1982. 
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2 . TOTAL POPULATION BY SEX * POPULATION TOTALE PAR SEXE (1000) 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































3. TOTAL WORKING POPULATION BY SEX K POPULATION ACTIVE TOTALE PAR SEXE (1000) 
(TOTAL EMPLOYMENT + UNEMPLOYMENT * EMPLOI TOTAL + CHOMAGE) 
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Ι E U R 101 
I I 
4. ACTIVITY RATES BY SEX X TAUX D'ACTIVITE PAR SEXE (Χ) 
(TOTAL WORKING POPULATION AS A X OF THE TOTAL POPULATION * POPULATION ACTIVE TOTAL EN X DE LA POPULATION TOTALE) 
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5. CIVILIAN WORKING POPULATION BY SEX * POPULATION ACTIVE CIVILE PAR SEXE (1000) 
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6. TOTAL EMPLOYMENT BY SEX * EMPLOI TOTAL PAR SEXE (1000) 































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































7. TOTAL EMPLOYMENT BY SECTOR OF ACTIVITY * EMPLOI TOTAL PAR SECTEUR D'ACTIVITE (1000) 
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U R 101 
I 
8. EMPLOYEES IN EMPLOYMENT BY SEX AND SECTOR OF ACTIVITY X EMPLOI SALARIE PAR SEXE ET SECTEUR D'ACTIVITE (1000) 
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9. TRENDS IN TOTAL WORKING POPULATION * EVOLUTION DE LA POPULATION ACTIVE TOTALE (X) 
























































































































































































































































































































































10. TRENDS IN TOTAL EMPLOYMENT BY SECTOR OF ACTIVITY * EVOLUTION DE L'EMPLOI TOTAL PAR SECTEUR D'ACTIVITE (Χ) 
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U R II 
1 1 . TRENDS IN NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES BY SECTOR OF ACTIVITY » EVOLUTION DE L'EMPLOI SALARIE PAR SECTEUR D'ACTIVITE (Χ ) 
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1 2 . DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL EMPLOYMENT BY SECTOR * PART DES SECTEURS DANS L'EMPLOI TOTAL ( X ) 
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1 3 . D ISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYEES I N EMPLOYMENT BY SECTOR * PART DES SECTEURS DANS L'EMPLOI SALARIE ( X ) 
AGRICULTURE * AGRICULTURE 
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